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18     AUTHOR AND PATRONS
The following, put into continuous form, is a mito of Autobiographical
fragments collected from Froissurt's ttiti&wn tfc joiwe^ written in 1366
(Buchon, vol. in. pp. 500-1).
[My first patron was] the good lady who now rots in earth,
but who was once queen of England ; Philippa was the noble
lady allied; God have mercy upon her soul! Truly am I
bound to pray for her and to proclaim her largesse; for it
was she who made and created me* So also her daughter
[in law], duchess of Lancaster, who died fair and young, at
about the age of 22 years; gay and glad she was, fresh and
sportive; sweet, simple and of humble semblance, the fair lady
whom men called Blanche* The queen's daughter Isabel
also> lady of Coucy, fervently must 1 pray for her soul, for
I found her of great courtesy. From the earl of Hereford,
again, I once had great comfort, and my lord of Mauny, and
his son of Pembroke. "And the great lord Despenser, who
spends so freely in largesse, what hath he done for thee?"
What ? much indeed 1 for never wan he weary of giving to me,
wherever he might be; no stones or staves, but horses and
florins beyond number; he is one among my masters whom
I count for lord, Another who is much familiar with me is
the good lord of Coucy, who hath oftentimes filled my hand
with good florins of red gold, Beraut also, the count Dauphin
of Auvergne, and his son the Duke of Bourbon, Charles,
king of France, did me much good in my youth. To the
duke and duchess of Brabant owe I great thanks; for they
have always been such to me that I have found them and
their friends and their household liberal and courteous to me*
The duke Albert hath always received me gladly, and also
the lords of Blois, Louis and John and Guy, and the good
lord of Beaumont and the lord of MoriaumA There are
others too who will come and become my masters, for they
are young and the future is theirs; of such may I make
record when I write another book; but these whom I now
rehearse to you are those who have already given and done
liberally to me,
I know not if I have named Amedeus count of Savoy: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